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Welcome to St. Michael’s in the Hills!  
 
 

We are so glad you have joined us today!  
Please take a minute to grab your name tag off the rack before the service.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Congregational responses are printed in bold type. Music is reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714012 
Children are welcome and encouraged to share in our worship.  

 

Prelude: Mary’s Lullaby                  Christopher Tambling (b. 1964)  
 
Lighting of Advent Wreath 
 

Celebrant: Jesus Christ is the light of the world 
People: A light no darkness can overcome! 
 

Celebrant: This week we light the fourth candle: the candle of hope.  We are reminded that God’s gift of hope 
is with us at all times.  

People: We wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.             (Titus 2:13) 

 

Readers:  Jesus, Child of God, we wait in hope for your coming.  May we be completely ready for you in mind, 
heart and spirit; ready for you to dwell in us.  

 
Take away any fears or doubts in us, God of Hope.  Help us to rest in the certainty of your coming to 
bring joy and mercy into our world.  
 
This week, reflect on how your life is a life of hopeful anticipation!   
O come, O come Emmanuel.  
 

Opening Hymn: 20 (LEVAS) Sing the wondrous love of Jesus 
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The Opening Acclamation 
 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity  
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Kyrie eleison: St. James Advent Service                             arr. Richard Shephard 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               (Music continues on page 4....) 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
  Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 

 coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
 of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
First Lesson:  Micah 5:2-5a 
 

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Response: Psalm 80:1-7 
 

1  Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 
2  In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
 stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 
3  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
4  O Lord God of hosts, * 
 how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
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5  You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
 you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 
6  You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 
7  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
Second Lesson:  Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

When Christ came into the world, he said, 
 
 "Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me)." 
 
When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), then he added, "See, I have come to do 
your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn 66 Come, thou long-expected Jesus                                                     Stuttgart  
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The Gospel:    Luke 1:39-45(46-55) 
 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 

 
 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard 
the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 

 
And Mary said, 
 

  "My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

  for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

  for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 

  His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 

  He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

  He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 

  he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 

  He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 

  according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 

 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                                          The Rev. Gayle Catinella 
 
The Nicene Creed   
                  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
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 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Advent Prayers  from “Praying the Scriptures” by Jeremiah Williamson 
 
Leader: The Mighty One has done great things for us. And so we appeal to God once again, praying, “Stir up 
 your  strength, O Lord;  
People: And come to help us.” 
 
Leader: Prepare in us a mansion for yourself, O Christ. 
 

 Silence 
 

Leader: Stir up your  strength, O Lord;  
People: And come to help us. 
 
Leader: Restore us, O God of hosts. May we know security. May we know peace. May we know the benefits 
 of the reign of your Christ. 
 

 Silence 
 

Leader: Stir up your  strength, O Lord;  
People: And come to help us. 
 
Leader: Show the strength of your arm, O God: lift up the lowly. Fill the hungry with good things. Look on 
 your children with favor. 
 

 Silence 
 

Leader: Stir up your  strength, O Lord;  
People: And come to help us. 
 
Leader: Have mercy on all captives and prisoners, O God. Remember them and come to their aid. Fill our 
 hearts with mercy. May we learn to forgive even as you forgive us. 
 
The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence. 
 
Leader: Stir up your  strength, O Lord;  
People: And come to help us. 
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Leader: Hear the prayers of your people, O God of hosts. May those who have fed on the bread of tears, feed 
 instead on your strength, O Lord. Show them the light of your countenance and be their salvation. 
 
The congregation is invited to add their petitions, followed by silence. 
 
Leader: Stir up your  strength, O Lord;  
People: And come to help us. 
 
Leader: Great Shepherd, gather your flock into your eternal kingdom. Bless the dying, embrace the dead, 
 and comfort those who mourn. 
 
 We especially remember the Brown and Bailey families, as they mourn the loss of Mary Anne. 
 

 Silence 
 
Leader: Stir up your  strength, O Lord;  
People: And come to help us. 
 
Celebrant: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look 
 with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and 
 to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Confession and Absolution                   
 
Celebrant:   We pray to you also for the forgiveness of sins.   
All:  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.  
 
The Peace and Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Prayer  
 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.   
 

Offertory Hymn 18 (VF) Rejoice for women brave                              Mayfair  
 

              (Music continues on page 9....) 
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Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord, 
People: And of thine own have we given Thee.  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power 
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 

 
 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

 company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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Sanctus & Benedictus: St. James Advent Service                                      arr. Richard Shephard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made  known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  

 
 For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 

Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you.  

 
 In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 

life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."   

 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

 
Celebrant and People:  We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,  
  We await his coming in glory;   
 
Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  



Page  11 

 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where,  with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation.  
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   

 
The Lord’s Prayer                    
 
Celebrant and People:   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Fraction Anthem: St. James Advent Service                                      arr. Richard Shephard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

 

Communion Anthem:  Bread of the World                  Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
 
People: O Lamb of God, in union with the faithful at every altar of your Church, my heart offers you 

praise and thanksgiving.  I love you above all things, and I earnestly desire to receive you into 
my soul.  And although I cannot receive you sacramentally, I invite you into my heart 
spiritually.  May my soul be fed by this spiritual food, and may my heart know you more dearly 
in the breaking of this bread.  Amen.  

 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
All: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Blessing                    
 
Celebrant: The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn 268  (See next page for music)     
 
The Dismissal                       
 
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:  Fugue on the Magnificat                                                                                            Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)  

 

Join us for Christmas! 
 

 Tues, December 24 — Christmas Eve 
 

 4:00 pm Musical Prelude 
 4:30 pm Pageant & Holy Eucharist 

 
 Weds, December 25 —  Christmas Day 
 

 10:00 am      Holy Eucharist 
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Closing Hymn 268 Ye who claim the faith of Jesus                                                            Julion 
 
 


