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Welcome to St. Michael’s in the Hills!  
 

Congregational responses are printed in bold type. 
Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714012 

Children are welcome and encouraged to share in our worship . 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Prelude:   Be Thou My Vision  arr. John Carter (b. 1930) 
 Chorale and Variations on "All Creatures Of Our God And King"  arr. Carter 
  

Hymn 440 Blessèd Jesus, at thy word  Liebster Jesu  
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The Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 

Gloria in  excelsis (S280) Powell 
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant: O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant 
that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace 
and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.   

 
First Lesson:  Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have 
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Response: Psalm 65: 9-14  
 

9  You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 
  you make it very plenteous; * 
  the river of God is full of water. 
10  You prepare the grain, * 
  for so you provide for the earth. 
11  You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
12  You crown the year with your goodness, * 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
13  May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
14  May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
  and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
  let them shout for joy and sing. 

 
Second Lesson:  Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the 
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind 
on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law — indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn 678, vs. 1       Surely it is God who saves me  College of Preachers  

  

The Gospel:    Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him 
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he 
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they 
had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, 
they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away.  
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As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sequence Hymn 678, vs. 2 
 

The Sermon The Rev. Robert Gahler  
 

The Nicene Creed                    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People Form IV 
 

Leader:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy.  
People: Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Lord, in your mercy.  

People: Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:  Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy.  

People: Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us.  We pray for all those engaged in vocational 
discernment, especially Barb Reszko. We pray for those in harm’s way, especially 
Michael, Ian, John, Scott, and Tim. Are there others you wish to name? [pause] Lord, in 
your mercy.  

People: Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation, especially Al, Dick, 
Elmer, Letty, Carol, Gayle, Jackie, John, Lillian, Didi, Lee, Nancy, Dick, Mary, Kit, Bill, 
Mike, Chris, Margi, and Wilma. We also pray for all those experiencing violence 
throughout the world. Are there others you wish to name? [pause]  

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;  
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  Are there 
others you wish to remember? [pause]   

 Lord, in your mercy.  
People: Hear our prayer.  
 

Celebrant:  O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Confession and Absolution                   
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   
All:  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in 

our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world 
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and 
the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior 
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.  
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Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  

 
The Peace and Announcements/Birthday and Anniversary Prayer 
 

The Holy Communion 

 

Offertory Prayer  
 

Celebrant: As we bring our offerings to You, we give back to You from the abundant blessings 
You have given us. May our gifts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord our God.  

 
Offertory:   In the Garden 

Betsy Grafing, banjo and Rick Grafing, piano 
 

Doxology:  Hymn 380, vs. 3 Old 100th  
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Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down [on this day] from 
heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; 
uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your 
Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all 
nations. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:  

 

Sanctus & Benedictus (S129) 

Celebrant:  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made  
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  

 

 For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."   

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me."  

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 

Celebrant and People:  We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,  
 We await his coming in glory;   
 

Celebrant:   And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where,  with all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
 

The Lord’s Prayer                    
 

Celebrant and People:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread        
 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;   
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 



Page  12 

 

Agnus Dei (S163)  

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

 

Communion Music:  
 

Hymn 505 O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God  O heiliger Geist  
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
All: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 
your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do 
the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 
Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing                    
 

Celebrant:  The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 530, vss. 1-3 Spread, O spread, thou mighty word  Gott sei Dank  

The Dismissal                       
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:   On Eagle's Wings                                   arr. Carter 
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Guests & Visitors: 
 

We would love to hear from you!   
 

Scan the QR code and fill out our 
visitor card online, or reach for a pew card 

available in each row and place your 
completed card in the offering plate. 

 

We’re glad you visited St. Michael’s! 

Assisting with the Service  
 

Celebrant: The Rev. Robert Gahler 
 

Organist: Nancy Russell  
 

Altar Guild: Sara Roberts, Barb Malkoski 
 

Lectors:  Carol Nichols, Larry Nichols,  
  Laura Randall 
 

Greeters:  Becky Hauck 
 

Ushers:  Mike Ward 

Assisting on July 23 
 

Celebrant: The Rev. Robert Gahler 
 

Organist: Susan Barker  
 

Altar Guild: Nancy Lehmann, Debbie Carlisle 
 

Lectors:  Debbie Carlisle, Anne Morris,  
  Joe Gerhardinger 
 

Greeters:  Tom Hauck 
 

Ushers:  Al Stephens 
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