15t Sunday of Advent: Nov. 27, 2022

Reader: Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time of waiting. We wait for
God to send divine love and light into our dark world. How does this happen? God’s light
comes through Jesus, who became a human being just like us, so that he could show us

the way back to God’s divine love and light.

Let us pray: “Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on

the armor of light.”

Reader: A reading from the prophet Jeremiah: (pause) “The Lord said, ‘I made a
wonderful promise to Israel and Judah, and the days are coming when | will keep it. |
promised that the time will come when | will appoint a king from the family of David, a
king who will be honest and rule with justice. In those days, Judah will be safe; Jerusalem
will have peace and will be named ‘The LORD Gives Justice.’: Today, we wait for the
coming of Jesus. We begin in the dark, and on this first Sunday of Advent, we light the

first candle.
First candle is lit.

Reader: Every week in Advent, we will light another candle. Each candle that we light
will remind us that the Light of the World will soon come to us in the human form of
Jesus. The Kingdom of God is drawing near. May we prepare our hearts with God’s

peace, God’s justice, and God’s love. Amen.

The Rev. Sheila N. Mclilton, St David's Episcopal Church, Wilmington, DE



2nd Sunday of Advent: Dec. 4, 2022

Reader: Today is the second Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time of waiting. We wait for
God to send divine love and light into our dark world. How does this happen? God’s light
comes through Jesus, who became a human being just like us, so that he could show us

the way back to God’s divine love and light.

Let us pray: “Merciful God, give us grace to heed the warnings of the prophets and forsake

our sins, so that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer.”

Reader: A reading from the prophet Malachi: (pause) “l, the LORD All-Powerful, will send
my messenger to prepare the way. Then, suddenly, the Lord you are looking for will
appear in his temple. The messenger you desire is coming with my promise, and he is on

his way.

Reader: We continue to wait for the coming of Jesus. Last Sunday, we began in the dark,

then lit one candle. Today, on the second Sunday of Advent, we light two candles.
First and second candles are lit.

Reader: Every week in Advent, we light another candle. Each candle that we light

reminds us that the Light of the World will soon come to us in the human form of Jesus.

The Way of the Lord is being prepared in our hearts. May every valley be filled and every
mountain and hill be made low. May the crooked paths be made straight and the rough

ways smooth. When our Lord comes, may all of us then see the salvation of God. Amen.

The Rev. Sheila N. McJilton, St David's Episcopal Church, Wilmington, DE



3rd Sunday of Advent: Dec. 11, 2022

Reader: Today is the third Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time of waiting. We wait for
God to send divine love and light into our dark world. How does this happen? God’s light
comes through Jesus, who became a human being just like us, so that he could show us

the way back to God’s divine love and light.

Let us pray: “Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us. Let your

bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Reader: A reading from the prophet Zephaniah (pause) “Jerusalem, the time is coming,
when it will be said to you: ‘Don’t be discouraged or grow weak from fear! The LORD your
God wins the victory after victory and is always with you. He celebrates and sings because

of you, and he will refresh your life with his love.”

Reader: We continue to wait for the coming of Jesus. Last Sunday, we began in the dark,
and then we lit two candles. Today, on the third Sunday of Advent, we light three

candles.
First, second and third (pink) candles are lit.

Reader: Every week in Advent, we light another candle. Each candle that we
light reminds us that the Light of the World will soon come to us in the human form of
Jesus, the Messiah who will show us the way back to God. The Messiah is on the way to
us. As we prepare for his coming, may we repent of our sins. May we remember our
baptisms with water. May we be ready to help our Lord proclaim the good news of God’s

love to all people, so that the world will be filled with joy. Amen.



4th Sunday of Advent: Dec. 18, 2022

Reader: Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time of waiting. We wait for
God to send divine love and light into our dark world. How does this happen? God’s light
comes through Jesus, who became a human being just like us, so that he could show us

the way back to God’s divine love and light.

Let us pray: Purify us, O God, by your daily visitation, so that when your Son Jesus Christ

comes, he will find in us a mansion prepared for himself. We thank you for this time of
waiting. We thank you that our time of waiting for Jesus is almost over. May we await

the Light of the World with joyful anticipation, through Christ our Lord.

Reader: A reading from the prophet Micah (pause) “The Lord will choose one of your
people to rule the nation—someone whose family goes back to ancient times. The LORD
will abandon Israel only until this ruler is born, and the rest of his family returns to
Israel. Like a shepherd taking care of his sheep, this ruler will lead and care for his people
by the power and glorious name of the LORD his God. His people will live securely, and

the whole earth will know his true greatness, because he will bring peace.

Reader: We continue to wait for the coming of Jesus. Each Sunday during Advent, we

have begun in the dark, then we have lit candles. Today, we light all four candles.
All four Advent candles are lit.

Reader: Each candle that we light reminds us that the Light of the World will soon come
to us in the human form of Jesus. Now, at the end of Advent, all four candles burn bright
with the hope of God who will come to us. Our time of waiting is almost over. Blessed
are we who, with Mary and Elizabeth, believe there will be a fulfillment of God’s promise
to us. May we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Jesus. When he comes to
us, may we be ready to help him scatter the proud, bring down the powerful, lift up the
lowly. May God fill the hungry with good things. May all of God’s people know fullness,
justice, peace and love when the Light shines its brightness over our world, when the Word

becomes flesh and dwells among us. Amen.

The Rev. Sheila N. McJilton, St David's Episcopal Church, Wilmington, DE



Dec.24t: CHRISTMAS EVE: The Christ Candle

Reader: Advent has been a time of waiting. Our time of preparation is over and we
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Each week during Advent we lit another candle on our

Advent wreath, and each week the candles glowed and the light shone more brightly.

All four outer candles (3 purple, 1 pink) ARE NOW LIT.

Reader: We have read Bible verses that have spoken to us of God's faithfulness and of
the hopes and dreams of God's people through the ages The people waited and dreamed
of a Messiah who would bring healing and peace. God's promise was kept. The Savior has

come.

God's love has been shown in a most wonderful way: a child has been born. we know him
as Emmanuel-God with us; we know him as Jesus-the one who saves; we know him as the

fullest expression of God's love for us.

Tonight we light the Christ candle, the candle which represents Jesus. It is the center of

the wreath, just as Jesus is the center of our lives. The light of Christ shines for all to see.

Then, light the center white candle.

Reader: Let us pray (pause): Generous God, you have given us a time of preparation to
receive again your gift of love and joy and hope and healing. In the birth of the child,
Jesus, you have given new life to each of us. May we experience the presence of

Emmanuel, God with us, this day and always. Amen.



