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Welcome to St. Michael’s in the Hills!  
 

Congregational responses are printed in bold type. 
Children are welcome and encouraged to share in our worship . 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prelude: Hail to the Lord's Anointed (Hymn 616) Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein   
 

 

Preparation 
 

 Officiant: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.   
— Philippians 1:2  

   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

 All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

 Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 
life. Amen. 

 

Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant:     Lord, open our lips. 
 People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 All:   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
 

Venite  Psalm 95:1-7  
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
 and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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Response: Psalm 100 Jubilate Deo  
 

1  Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
  serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 
2  Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
  he himself has made us, and we are his; 
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
3  Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
  go into his courts with praise; * 
  give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
4  For the Lord is good; 
  his mercy is everlasting; * 
  and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the  
  beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 
First Lesson:  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek 
out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a 
day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will 
feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; 
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 
down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 
the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and 
they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David 
shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 



 

Page 4 

Canticle 9: The First Song of Isaiah  Ecce, Deus  
 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
 I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
 and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *     
 from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, *     
 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *     
 see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *     
 and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  

 

Second Lesson:  Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under 
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.    

The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 21: You are God    Te Deum laudamus 
 

You are God: we praise you;  
You are the Lord; we acclaim you;  
You are the eternal Father:  
All creation worships you.  
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,  
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:  
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
The glorious company of apostles praise you.  
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.  
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The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.  
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;  
 Father, of majesty unbounded,  
 your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
 and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  
You, Christ, are the king of glory,  
the eternal Son of the Father.  
When you became man to set us free  
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.  
You overcame the sting of death  
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.  
We believe that you will come and be our judge.  
 Come then, Lord, and help your people,  
 bought with the price of your own blood,  
 and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting.  

 

Third Lesson:  Matthew 25:31-46 
 

Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he 
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those 
at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it 
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did 
it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me 
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.”   

The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Homily The Rev. Foster Mays 
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
Intercessor and People together:    
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
 

Intercessor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Intercessor: Let us pray. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Intercessor and People:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Suffrages A  
 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
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V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.   

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided 
and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

 

Offertory: Orchestral Suite No. 2 in B minor BWV 1067  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Kenneth Brown, violin 

 
The Prayers of the People    

 

For the Sick: 
 We lift to God all who have asked our prayers, especially Isabelle, Carolyn, Kay, Al, Bob, 

Dick, Elmer, Letty, Carol, Dennis, Gayle, Jackie, John, Marilyn, Lindsay, Lillian, Leland, Didi, 
Dixie, Evelyn, Lee, Jean, Karen, Lexi, Sandra, Nancy, Bill, Rod and Joan. We also pray for all 
those infected with COVID-19 and their caregivers. 

 

For those in harm’s way: 
We lift to God those in harm’s way, especially Michael, Ian, John, Scott, David, and Russell, 
and all essential workers.  

 

In thanksgiving: 
We thank you, Lord for all the blessings of this life.   

 

For those who have died:  : 

We pray for all who have died, those who are dying and those who mourn.  
 

Prayer for Mission 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you 
for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and 
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.   

 



The General Thanksgiving  
 

Officiant and People: 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
 

 Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.   
 Officiant:   Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Postlude: Orchestral Suite No. 3 in D Major BWV 1068  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Kenneth Brown, violin 
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St. Michael’s in the Hills presents  
 

Christmas with the Tower Brass Quintet 
 

in collaboration with WGTE Public Media 
 

When a Christmas concert by the Tower Brass Quintet at St. Michael’s had to be 
cancelled because of the pandemic, the stars seemed to align in a different way.  

WGTE Public Media, the Tower Brass and Off the Beaten Path Events Series 
agreed to collaborate to produce “Christmas with the Tower Brass Quintet,” 

a 60-minute television concert. 
 

The program will be broadcast on Christmas Eve at 8pm on WGTE TV30.   
In addition, on three Wednesdays in December, portions of the concert will be 

made available for viewing on St. Michael’s Facebook page and subsequently on St. 
Michael’s YouTube channel.  Tune in at 7pm on Wednesdays, December 9, 16 and 

23 on Facebook. And then enjoy the complete Tower Brass Quintet concert 
Thursday, December 24 at 8pm on Public Television, WTGE, channel 30.  

 


